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What is claimed is: 

1. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising: 

a main facility comprising: 

a data source configured to provide 
program guide data having program listings information; 
and 

a transmitter configured to 
transmit the program guide data to television program 
guide equipment on which an interactive television 
program guide is implemented, wherein: 

the television program guide equipment 

comprises : 

a receiver configured to receive 
the program guide data; 

a screen generator configured to 
generate a passive guide display screen in which the 
program listings information is displayed, wherein the 
program listings start with a given program listing; 

user television equipment on which 
the interactive television program guide is at least 
partially implemented; 

distribution equipment configured 
to distribute program guide data, passive guide 
characteristics, and the passive guide display screen 
to the user television equipment; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is programmed to overlay the program listings 
information of the passive program guide display screen 
with interactive television program listings, wherein 
the interactive television program listings start at 
the given program listing based on the passive guide 
characteristics . 
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2. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is further 
programmed to determine the type of the given program 
listings and to display interactive program listings of 
the same type. 

3. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is programmed 
to overlay the program listings information of the 
passive program guide display screen with interactive 
television program listings after a user indicates a 
desire to interact with the program listings 
information of the passive program guide display 
screen . 

4. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the screen generator is further programmed to generate 
the passive guide characteristics. 

5. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the passive guide characteristics includes a playlist. 

6. The system defined in claim 1 wherein: 
videos are displayed in a video display 

area; 

the program listings information is 
displayed in a passive program listings area; 

the interactive program listings are 
displayed in an interactive program listings area 
overlaid onto the passive program listings area; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is further programmed to resize the interactive program 
listings area based on the passive guide display 
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characteristics when the video display area changes in 
size - 

7. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising: 

a main facility comprising: 

a data source configured to provide 
program guide data having program listings information; 

an information source configured to 
provide information for a passive guide feature 
selected from the group of information comprising video 
and data; 

a transmitter configured to 
transmit the program guide data to television program 
guide equipment on which an interactive television 
program guide is implemented, wherein: 

the television program guide equipment 

comprises : 

a receiver configured to receive 
the program guide data; 

a screen generator configured to 
generate a passive guide display screen in which the 
information for a passive guide feature and the program 
listings information are displayed; 

user television equipment on which 
the interactive television program guide is at least 
partially implemented; 

distribution equipment configured 
to distribute program guide data, passive guide 
characteristics, and the passive guide display screen 
to the user television equipment; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is programmed to overlay an interactive feature onto 
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the passive guide display screen, wherein the 
interactive feature corresponds to the passive guide 
feature and is based on the passive guide 
characteristics . 

8. The system defined in claim 7 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is programmed 
to overlay an interactive Internet-based feature onto 
the passive guide display screen, wherein the 
interactive Internet-based feature corresponds to the 
passive guide feature and is based on the passive guide 
characteristics . 

9. The system defined in claim 7 wherein 
the screen generator is further programmed to generate 
the passive guide characteristics. 

10. The system defined in claim 7 wherein 
the passive guide characteristics includes a playlist. 

11. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising: 

a main facility comprising: 

a data source configured to provide 

program guide data having program listings information; 

an information source configured to 

provide passive guide content; 

a transmitter configured to 

transmit the program guide data to television program 

guide equipment on which an interactive television 

program guide is implemented, wherein: 

the television program guide equipment 

comprises : 
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a receiver configured to receive 
the program guide data; 

a screen generator configured to 
generate a passive guide display screen in which the 
passive guide content is displayed; 

user television equipment on which 
the interactive television program guide is at least 
partially implemented; 

distribution equipment configured 
to distribute program guide data, passive guide 
characteristics, and the passive guide display screen 
to the user television equipment; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is programmed to overlay a supplemental advertisement 
onto the passive guide display screen, wherein the 
supplemental advertisement corresponds to passive guide 
content displayed in the passive guide display screen 
and is based on the passive guide characteristics. 

12. The system defined in claim 11 wherein 
the supplemental advertisement is an interactive 
advertisement . 



the interactive television program guide is further 
programmed to provide a user with an opportunity to 
order a program associated with passive guide content 
displayed in the passive guide display screen, based on 
the passive guide characteristics. 



13. 



The system defined in claim 11 wherein 



14. The system defined in claim 11 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is further 
programmed to provide a user with an opportunity to 
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order merchandise associated with passive guide content 
displayed in the passive guide display screen, based on 
the passive guide characteristics. 

15. The system defined in claim 11 wherein 
the screen generator is further programmed to generate 
the passive guide characteristics. 

16- The system define in claim 11 wherein 
the passive guide characteristics includes a playlist. 

17. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising: 

a main facility comprising: 

a data source configured to provide 
program guide data having program listings information; 

a video source configured to 

provide videos; 

a transmitter configured to 
transmit the program guide data having program listings 
information to television program guide equipment on 
which an interactive television program guide is 
implemented, wherein : 

the television program guide equipment 

comprises : 

a receiver configured to receive 
the program guide data; 

a screen generator configured to 
generate a passive guide display screen having a video 
display area in which the videos are displayed, and a 
first text display area in which text is displayed, 
wherein the text corresponds to the video displayed in 
the video display area; 
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user television equipment on which 
the interactive television program guide is at least 
partially implemented; 

distribution equipment configured 
to distribute program guide data, passive guide 
characteristics, and the passive guide display screen 
to the user television equipment; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is programmed to overlay a second text display area 
onto the first text display area of the passive guide 
display screen, wherein text displayed in the second 
text display area is based on the passive guide 
characteristics and corresponds to the video displayed 
in the video display area. 

18. The system defined in claim 17 wherein 
the second text display area is an interactive text 
display area. 

19. The system defined in claim 17 wherein 
the screen generator is further programmed to generate 
the passive guide characteristics. 

20. The system defined in claim 17 wherein 
the passive guide characteristics includes a playlist. 

21. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising: 

a main facility comprising: 

a data source configured to provide 
program guide data having program listings information; 

a video source configured to 

provide videos; 
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a transmitter configured to 
transmit the program guide data to television program 
guide equipment on which an interactive television 
program guide is implemented, wherein: 

the television program guide equipment 

comprises : 

a receiver configured to receive 
the program guide data; 

a screen generator configured to 
generate a passive guide display screen in which the 
videos are displayed; 

user television equipment on which 
the interactive television program guide is at least 
partially implemented; 

distribution equipment configured 
to distribute program guide data, passive guide 
characteristics, and the passive guide display screen 
to the user television equipment; and 

the interactive television program guide 
is programmed to provide a user with an opportunity to 
access interactive program listings information for the 
videos based on the passive guide characteristics. 

22. The system defined in claim 21 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is further 
programmed to provide a user with an opportunity to 
access additional information for the videos based on 
the passive guide characteristics. 

23. The system defined in claim 21 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is further 
programmed to provide a user with an opportunity to 
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schedule a reminder for a video associated with a 
program listing. 

24. The system defined in claim 21 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is further 
programmed to provide a user with an opportunity to 
record a video associated with a program listing with 
the television program guide equipment. 

25. The system defined in claim 24 wherein 
the user television equipment comprises a storage 
device on which the video associated with the program 
listing is recorded. 

26. The system defined in claim 21 wherein 
the screen generator is further programmed to generate 
the passive guide characteristics. 

27. The system defined in claim 21 wherein 
the passive guide characteristics includes a playlist. 

28. A method for providing a hybrid passive- 
interactive television program guide, comprising: 

providing a passive television program 
guide with which program listings are displayed on user 
television equipment over a given television channel; 
and 

providing an interactive television 
program guide that is implemented on the user 
television equipment, wherein the interactive 
television program guide replaces at least a portion of 
the program listings displayed by the passive 




m 
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television program guide with synchronized program 
listings . 

29. A method for providing a hybrid passive- 
interactive television program guide, comprising: 

providing a passive television program 
guide with which content on various subjects is 
displayed in a display area on user television 
equipment over a given television channel; and 



program guide that is implemented on the user 
television equipment, wherein the interactive 
television program guide replaces at least a portion of 
the display area with an interactive feature area, 
wherein the interactive feature area contains a feature 
that corresponds to the subject of the content that is 
being displayed in the display area when the portion of 
the display area is replaced with the interactive 
feature area . 

30, A method for providing a hybrid passive- 
interactive television program guide, comprising: 

providing a passive television program 
guide on user television equipment over a given 
television channel ; and 



advertisement region and at least a portion of the 
passive television program guide with the user 
television equipment . 



providing an interactive television 



simultaneously displaying an interactive 



31. The method defined in claim 31 further 
comprising providing video with the passive televison 
program guide , 
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32. A method for supplementing a television 
program guide, comprising: 

providing a passive television program 
guide with which promotional video content for 
television programs and corresponding textual 
information on those television programs are displayed 
on user television equipment over a given channel; and 

supplementing the textual information 
with interactive text using the user television 
equipment . 

33. A method for providing listings for 
scheduled passive program guide content, comprising: 

providing a passive television program 
guide with which videos on various subjects are 
scheduled to be displayed on user television equipment 
over a given television channel; and 

displaying an interactive listings 
screen with the user television equipment, wherein the 
interactive listings screen contains listings for the 
scheduled passive program guide videos. 

34. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising: 

means for providing a passive television 
program guide having program listings information; 

means for replacing the program listings 
information of the passive television program guide 
with synchronized interactive television program 
listings information . 
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35. The system defined in claim 34 wherein 
the means for replacing the program listings 
information comprises means for replacing the program 
listings information with synchronized interactive 
television program listings information when a user 
indicates a desire to interact with the program 
listings information . 



36. The system defined in claim 34 wherein: 
the passive television program guide 
further includes at least one video display area that 
changes size; 

the system further comprises means for 
displaying the synchronized interactive television 
program listings information in a listings display area 
having a size; and 

the means for displaying the 
synchronized interactive television program listings 
information comprises means for resizing the listings 
display area when the video display area changes size. 



37. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising: 

means for providing a passive television 
program guide having at least one passive guide 
feature; and 

means for replacing the passive guide 
feature with an interactive feature. 



38. The system defined in claim 37 wherein 
the means for replacing the passive guide feature with 
an interactive feature, comprises means for replacing 



• 
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the passive guide feature with an Internet based 
interactive feature . 

39. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising; 

means for providing a passive television 
program guide having at least one video; and 

means for displaying an advertisement 
that corresponds to the video with the video. 

40. The system defined in claim 39 wherein 
the means for displaying an advertisement that 
corresponds to the video with the video comprises means 
for displaying an interactive advertisement that 
corresponds to the video with the video. 

41. The system defined in claim 39 further 
comprising means for providing a user with an 
opportunity to order a program associated with the 
video . 

42. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising: 

means for providing a passive guide 
having video and passive text associated with the 
video; and 

means for replacing the passive text 
with text associated with the video. 

43. The system defined in claim 42 wherein 
the means for replacing the passive text comprises 
means for replacing the passive text with interactive 
text associated with the video. 
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44. A hybrid passive-interactive television 
program guide system comprising: 

means for providing a passive program 
guide that displays a plurality of videos; 

means for displaying program listings 

for the videos . 

45, The system defined in claim 44 further 
comprising means for providing a user with an 
opportunity to access additional information for the 
videos . 

46, The system defined in claim 44 further 
comprising means for providing a user with an 
opportunity to schedule a reminder for at least one of 
the videos. 

47. The system defined in claim 44 further 
comprising means for providing a user with an 
opportunity to record at least one of the videos. 



